
Using MasterCard at Online Casinos: a 2019 Digital Gambling Guide 
 

 
Online gambling has become a popular pastime. As laws surrounding the activity become 
clearer, players have flocked to various websites to enjoy their selection of games. As US based 
players begin to understand the limitations of federal law regarding gaming, these digital 
casinos continue to grow. Essentially, US players are free to legally gamble in any casino that is 
not based in the United States.  
 
So, now players know where they can play within the limitations of Federal law, but players also 
have to consider which locations work with their choice of payment.  
 
Today, we will take a look at MasterCard and its benefits and uses to online gamblers.   
 

Mastercard: The Options 
 
Mastercard users have a world of choices at their hands. Whether you get a MasterCard 
through your bank or through MasterCard itself, there are four main types of cards available.  
 
MasterCard Debit Card 
 
Mastercard’s debit card option is available through your banking institution. These cards have 
all of the major protections and benefits of a credit card with the addendum that you cannot 
request or borrow credit on the card. Instead, you can use the funds that are in the bank. 
Account linked to the card. Any draft protection or denial of funds will be done through the 
bank, not through MasterCard. 
 
MasterCard Credit Card 
 
The credit card option is perhaps the most popular form of MasterCard. MasterCard is a very 
common credit card choice and is widely accepted around the world. There are different tiers 
of MasterCard based on your credit history and approval. All of the card options have zero 
liability protection, extended warrant, and ID theft protection which is vital for your safety 
when transferring money to an online casino.  
 
MasterCard Prepaid Card 
 
MasterCard’s prepaid cards are a standard, loadable fund card. You transfer the amount of 
money you want on the card and it is available to spend. It is a blend of a debit and gift card. 
Prepaid cards are accepted at most casinos, but there is a higher chance withdrawals won’t be 
allowed if you find or use any service that requires a recurring transfer. These cards are a great 
safe option for online purchases as they do not link back to your personal bank accounts or 
information.  
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MasterCard Gift Card 
 
Like prepaid cards, gift cards are loaded with a set amount of funds that can be retrieved 
through most online casinos. If you cannot find a prepaid card, buying yourself a gift card will 
provide a very similar experience. They, like prepaid cards, are very safe for online transfers and 
purchases.  
 
 

MasterCard: How to Apply 
 
Many banks offer MasterCard as a debit card option, and some even offer MasterCard credit 
cards through their institution. The applications for these bank-issued cards will vary from 
location to location. You can also apply for MasterCard credit through MasterCard’s website.  
 
When applying through MasterCard you need to be aware of your credit score. If you have 
incredibly low credit, you are likely only going to be approved for a prepaid card, or a card with 
a refundable deposit. If you have a high credit score you could qualify for higher leveled cards 
with better amenities and rewards.  
 
If you want to apply through your bank, check out their website or get an application at any 
tangible location. If you want to apply through MasterCard, use their website to help decided 
which card is best for you and apply online within minutes.  
 
Before you Apply 
 
Before you pick which card to apply for, know that while most, if not all, MasterCard credit 
cards will allow you to pay to play at an online casino, some card options will not let you 
withdraw your winnings back to the card. This is something you will want to check for in your 
fine print and regulations before use! 
 

How to Make Deposits with MasterCard 
 
When you choose the online casino that piques your interest, take a look at your profile and the 
payment method options. Here, you will need to link your MasterCard in the banking 
information.  
 
You will need to input the card information, expiration date, and CVV code, which is the three-
digit security code on the back of the card.  
 
Once you have provided this information these are the ways the online casino might proceed: 
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1. Authorization is complete and your payments are ready to be made and managed by 
the bank. 

2. Authorization is not complete. You will be taken to a page where you can complete 
further authorization of your account.  

3. You might have to authorize your account with a code sent to your phone via SMS.  
4. You might need to provide verbal authorization with a representative who will call your 

phone.  
 
These additional authorizations are due to the fraud prevention offered by MasterCard, so 
while they may be frustrating, they are definitely a good thing!  
 
Using credit cards for your online casino gaming is convenient for the casinos, which is why the 
majority of them allow credit cards to be used.   
 
Once you have set up your card information you can make a deposit through the casino box 
office, your profile page, or the casino home page. This varies from casino to casino, but since 
their business relies on you making a deposit – most casinos make depositing money very 
intuitive and easy.  
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